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June 14, 1999
Contact: Philip West, director and Mansfield Professor, Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center,
243-2988.
UM FILM SERIES EXPLORES THE KOREAN WAR
MISSOULA—
As part of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center’s weeklong Korea Dialogue, the
public is invited to attend a free series of three award-winning, feature-length films on the
Korean War.
The films, all in Korean with English subtitles, are:
■

“Spring in My Hometown,” Monday, June 21.

■

“Taebaek Sanmaek” (“Taebaek Mountains”), Tuesday, June 22.

■

“The Korean W ar,” Wednesday, June 23.

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. in Gallagher Building Room L09.
The Korea Dialogue is a venue for conversations about the war among leading Korean
writers, filmmakers, cultural figures and political and military leaders and their American,
Chinese and Japanese counterparts.
The conference is offered by the Mansfield Center in recognition of next year’s 50th
anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War (1950-53). The war claimed the lives of 54,000
American soldiers, nearly a million Chinese soldiers, more than half a million North Korean
soldiers and hundreds of thousands of South Korean soldiers along with some 2 million Korean
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civilians. Yet for many years the Korean War was known as “The Forgotten W ar,” having
been overshadowed by World War II and the Vietnam War.
Until recently, few memorials in the United States commemorated those who served in
Korea; however, the legacy of the war lives on today in a Korea divided between communist
North Korea and democratic South Korea, where 37,000 American soldiers help keep a
tenuous peace.
Because the long shadow of the war still hangs over the Korean Peninsula, stories
dealing with the war are a popular theme in Korean cinema. The Mansfield Center series is a
rare opportunity to experience a dynamic and thriving dimension of contemporary Korean
culture.
“Spring in My Hometown,” written and directed by Yi Kwang-mo, a graduate of Korea
University and the University of California at Los Angeles, tells the story of a small rural
village where the conflicts of the war are reflected in the villagers’ lives. Director Yi examines
how his characters are able to find the will to continue their lives while traditional values and
relationships collapse.
“Taebaek Mountains,” an intense human wartime drama, focuses on two brothers:
Yom Sangjin, a communist, and his younger brother, Yom Sangku, an anti-communist activist.
Set in a land of rugged mountains that match the character of the people who live there, the
film weaves together romance, eroticism and intrigue. Award-winning film director Im KwonTaek based his film on the 10-volume prose masterpiece of the same name by Cho Chon-rae.
Excerpts from the 10-hour documentary “The Korean W ar” will conclude the series.
Produced by the Korean Broadcasting System in 1990, the documentary is the fruit of a
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massive effort that involved interviews with several hundred Korean and other war veterans,
journalists, political and military leaders and others. Materials for the film were collected from
archives all over the world. Hong Hae Kyung, one of documentary’s producers, will be in
Missoula for the Korea Dialogue.
For more information, call the Mansfield Center at 243-2988.

m
PW/ps
Local
Korean, rl

